English (Incl. Phonics) Curriculum
2026


	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Wrens
(Reception)

*More, shorter units to support early writing development and align with continuous EYFS provision. Children also develop some writing skills in their phonics sessions
	Drawing club and mark-making

Pencil Grip
Position of paper
Development of fine motor skills
Begin letter formation
Possible activities 
Names
Labels
Lists
Orally retell stories
	Describing words and phrases (characters)
Pencil Grip
Position of paper
Development of fine motor skills
Combine letters to form “words”
Able to construct sentences verbally
Possible activities 
Retell stories (short written)
Information phrases
Greetings cards 
	Emerging Writing
Pencil Grip/Position of paper
Combine letters to form phonetically plausible “words” that can be read back (by others)
Able to construct simple sentences verbally
Can combine words to create a phrase or simple sentence and record in written form
Able to form Capital letters and full stops.
Possible activities 
Letters
Information sentences/phrases
Descriptive sentences/phrases

	
	ELG Reminder: Children at the expected level will-
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

	
	CROSS-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES - due to the make-up of a typical Reception day, much of the enrichment for English will be provided for through continuous provision, both independent  and guided activities.

	
	

	 
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Robins
(Year 1)


	Autumn 1
Purpose: To Inform (1week)
Labels.
Skills Focus:
verbally rehearsing nouns prior to writing
some phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation

Purpose: To Inform (1 week)
Shopping List: (items for tea)
Skills Focus:
verbally rehearsing nouns and adjectives prior to writing
phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording words or phrases independently
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Write what you see: 
Skills Focus:
verbally rehearsing nouns and adjectives prior to writing
some phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording simple sentences (e.g. There cat is red) independently
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Simple Narrative: What happened at Tea?
Skills Focus
revisit Write what you see
fingers spaces
introduce capital letters to denote start of sentences
introduce capital letters for proper nouns
full stops to denote end of sentences
spelling – introduction of appropriate red words (such as you, are, my)
verbally rehearsing nouns and adjectives prior to writing
some phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording sentences independently
Autumn 2
Purpose: To Entertain (1 week)
Simple Narrative: Retell a known story
Skills Focus
revisit capital letters to denote start of sentences
revisit capital letters for proper nouns
revisit full stops to denote end of sentences
revisit finger spaces
Introduce other sentence types (link to denoting end of sentence)
recap spelling of appropriate red words (such as you, are, my)
verbally rehearsing nouns and adjectives prior to writing
some phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording sentences independently
introduce verb and adjective word classes
recap noun word class
children begin to identify noun, verb and adjective word classes in sentences

Purpose: To Entertain (1 week)
List Poem (could link to Christmas)
Particular focus on 1 sentence per idea.
Reinforce Capital letters and Full stops to denote ends of sentences
pair adjective to each noun to describe
spelling should be phonetically plausible most of the time
finger spaces
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Simple Narrative: When I got lost…

recap noun and adjective word classes
look at nouns that describe feelings (explain that nouns are not just physical objects)
recap prior skills
finger spaces
	Spring 1
Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Instructions: (How to make a marmalade sandwich)
Skills Focus:
word class - verbs
verbally rehearsing combining nouns, verbs and adjectives to form sentences.
phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording words or phrases independently
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Poetry - Acrostic - suggested link to Paddington or to Geography - Weather - or History - Old Toys

recap noun,verb and adjective word classes
recap prior skills
finger spaces
verbally rehearse sentences prior to writing
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences
write independently
read work back to peers and adult


Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Simple Narrative:  setting and character description (linked to Paddington - e.g. Paddington makes a mess in the kitchen when making his sandwiches)

recap noun,verb and adjective word classes
recap abstract nouns
recap prior skills
finger spaces
verbally rehearse sentences prior to writing
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences
Write independently
Read work back to peers and adult

Spring 2

Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Narrative:  Simple Story (link to familiar text)
teach conjunctions - and/but - to join two related ideas into one sentence
Plan a narrative (story map)
turn each portion of the map into a sentence
 and or but
reinforce sentence and word demarcation.
adapt a known story to make their own, new story (eg the day the paints quit - a different colour crayon, or story from  Duncan's baby sister's perspective)

Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Poetry - Colour Poem (link to A Great Big Cuddle by Michael Rosen or Tyrannosaurus Drip depending on class interests)
recap ?!. and CLs
recap noun, verb and adjective word classes
recap conjunctions and/but
explore 5 senses plus emotion
pictorially plan 6 ideas - one for each sense focus (+emotion)
verbally rehearse each line before writing
write independently

	Summer 1
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Narrative:  Simple Story (link to class text)
introduce suffixes (ing,ed,er,est into writing composition)
recap conjunctions - and/but - to join two related ideas into one sentence
recap word classes (noun, verb, adjectives)
Pictorially plan a narrative (story map) with word choice annotations
Turn each portion of the map into a sentence
reinforce sentence and word demarcation.
independently verbally rehearse sentence before writing
write independently
Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Narrative: Diary entry (could link to History or Geography focus, or to class text)
Skills Focus:
days of the week 
recap punctuation and conjunctions
verbally rehearsing combining nouns, verbs and adjectives to form sentences.
introduce prefix un-
recap suffixes (in,ed,er,est into writing composition)
spell some Y1/2 exception words, phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording words or phrases independently
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences chronologically
verbally rehearse sentences planned prior to writing
write independently

Purpose: To Inform AND Entertain (2 week)
Narrative: Letter (could link to History or Geography focus, or to class text)
Skills Focus:
consolidate punctuation and conjunctions
verbally rehearsing combining nouns, verbs and adjectives to form sentences.
consolidate prefix un-
consolidate suffixes (in,ed,er,est into writing composition)
spell some Y1/2 exception words, phonetically plausible spelling
letter formation
recording words or phrases independently
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences chronologically
verbally rehearse sentences planned prior to writing
write independently

Summer 2


Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Poetry - Narrative Poem (link to class text or cross curricular learning to provide breadth of vocabulary and experience)
consolidation of prior learning
recap use of  5 senses plus emotion
pictorially plan with annotated word choices
verbally rehearse each line before writing


Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Instructions: (link to sports day or How did we learn to fly)
Skills Focus:
consolidate word classes with particular focus on powerful and specific verbs
verbally rehearsing combining nouns, verbs and adjectives to form sentences.
consolidation of prior spelling rules and application
letter formation
recording words or phrases independently
plan pictorially to support sequencing of sentences
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)


Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Narrative:  Simple Story (link to class text or cross curricular learning to provide breadth of vocabulary and experience)
consolidate prior learning
consolidation of prior spelling rules and application
pictorially plan a narrative to aid sequencing annotate plan with word choices
turn each portion of the map into a sentence
consolidate sentence and word demarcation.
verbal rehearsal before writing should now be standard practice



	
	Suggested Texts
	Suggested Texts
	Suggested Texts

	
	
	[image: ][image: ]
	


	 
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Sparrows
(Year 2)


	Autumn 1
Purpose: To Inform (1 week)
Recount: Postcard 
recap sentences demarcated with CL and FS 
write in past tense
descriptive sentences (expanded noun phrase and adverbs/adverbials)
KS1 words mostly correct or phonically plausible
size and orientation of handwriting, spacing between words.
verbally rehearse sentences before writing
Purpose: To entertain (1 week)
Narrative: Description 
introduce lists in a sentence demarcated by ,
recap sentences demarcated with CL and FS 
expanded noun phrase with adjective to describe the nouns in the list
descriptive sentences (expanded noun phrase and adverbs/adverbials)
KS1 words mostly correct or phonically plausible
size and orientation of handwriting, spacing between words.
verbally rehearse sentences before writing
Purpose: To entertain (1 week)
Narrative: Setting description of a harvest scene
introduce ' of possession and contraction
lists in a sentence demarcated by ,
recap sentences demarcated with CL and FS 
expanded noun phrase with adjective to describe the nouns in the list
descriptive sentences (expanded noun phrase and adverbs/adverbials)
KS1 words mostly correct or phonically plausible
size and orientation of handwriting, spacing between words.
verbally rehearse sentences before writing
use the five senses to build descriptions
Purpose: To entertain (2 weeks)
Poem: Halloween link
introduce ' of singular possession and contraction
use of pronouns to avoid repetition
lists in a sentence demarcated by ,
recap sentences demarcated with CL and FS 
expanded noun phrase with adjective to describe the nouns in the list
descriptive sentences (expanded noun phrase and introduction of adverbs/adverbials)
KS1 words mostly correct or phonically plausible
size and orientation of handwriting, spacing between words.
verbally rehearse sentences before writing
Purpose: To inform (2 weeks)
Instructions: how to survive outside in the rain
 ' of singular possession and contraction
adverbs to describe actions
adjectives to describe nouns
lists in a sentence demarcated by ,
recap sentences demarcated with CL and FS 
expanded noun phrase with adjective to describe the nouns in the list
descriptive sentences (expanded noun phrase)
KS1 words mostly correct or phonically plausible
size and orientation of handwriting, spacing between words.
verbally rehearse sentences before writing
Autumn 2

Purpose: To Entertain(1 weeks)
Narrative: Character Description
lists of adjectives (rule of 3) separated by ,
clear demarcation of sentences.
one idea per sentence.
say what you see, hear and feel.
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
conjunction 'and'

Purpose: To Entertain (2 weeks)
Narrative: retell a known Christmas Story
say what you see, hear and feel.
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
conjunction 'and'
clear sequence (story arc) of sentences
expanded noun phrases
use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action

Purpose: To persuade(2 weeks)
Narrative: letter to Santa explaining three good things you've done this year
as for Christmas Story

Purpose: To Entertain (2 weeks)
Narrative: rehearsal goes wrong
as for Christmas Story
	Spring 1
Purpose: To entertain (1 week)
Narrative: Character Description (Monster - link to Gruffalo)
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
progressive tense (what is the monster doing) - use of -ing suffix
conjunction 'and/but'
clear sequence of sentences
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
reinforce demarcation of sentences

Purpose: To Inform (2 week) 
Information Poster - life in an old school (link to history
recognise difference between fact and fiction
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
past tense - use of -ed suffix
Conjunction 'and/but'
clear purpose to inform in sentence structure
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
simple adverbs to describe action (e.g children were expected to sit quietly/silently etc)
reinforce demarcation of sentences

Purpose: To entertain (2 weeks)
Recount: Diary entry (link to day in life at school or Gruffalo - the mouse's day)
introduce adverbials of time
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
progressive tense (what is the monster doing) - use of -ing and 
use of past tense for completed action plus -ed suffix
conjunction 'and/but'
clear sequence of sentences
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')



Spring 2
Purpose: To entertain (2 weeks)
Narrative: Simple Story (link to George and the Dragon)
recap adverbials (including of time)
Handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
consistent use of tense
suffixes er/est
wr/kn spelling rule
conjunction 'and/but'
clear purpose to inform in sentence structure
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
consolidation of  expanded noun phrases
consolidation use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')

Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Non-fiction: Non-chronological report - Living things and their habitats
recognise difference between fact and fiction
Handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
consistent use of tense
suffixes er/est
wr/kn spelling rule
conjunction 'and/but'
clear purpose to inform in sentence structure
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
simple adverbs to describe action (e.g children were expected to sit quietly/silently etc)
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')
	Summer 1
Purpose: To entertain (2 week)
Narrative: Setting Description (coastal picture or castle for cross curricular links to H or G)
recap adverbials of time
Handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
consistent use of tense (present and progressive)
progressive tense (what is happening in the image) - use of -ing suffix
Conjunction 'and/but'
clear sequence of sentences
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')
many KS1 and common exception words correct, phonically plausible for new and ambitious words

Purpose: To inform(2 week)
Letter: Letter from the King (link to history topic)
structural elements
consolidate adverbials of time
handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
consistent use of tense (past and progressive)
use of -ing , -ed, -er, -est suffixes
use of un-, prefix
kn and wr spallings 
conjunction 'and/but'
clear sequence of sentences
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
recap use of adverbs and adverbials to describe action
begin to discuss writing with peers and adults
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')
many KS1 and common exception words correct, phonically plausible for new and ambitious words
proofread for errors in punctuation and spelling

Purpose: To entertain (2 week)
Poem: Descriptive Poem  (Seaside Link) 
write drawing on senses response to environment
Handwriting legible, words spaced and letter and space sizes are proportionate to each other
consistent use of tense (past and progressive)
se range of KS1 suffixes and prefixes - mostly correctly
pictorial plan with word choice annotations
verbally rehearse sentences prior to independent writing
recap expanded noun phrases
consolidate use of adverbs and adverbials to describe movement or sensory experience
discuss writing with peers and adults
proofread for errors in spelling and punctuation.
reinforce demarcation of sentences and other punctuation usage (e.g. ')
many KS1 and common exception words correct, phonically plausible for new and ambitious words


Summer 2
Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Non-fiction: Instructions (how to build a sandcastle)
consolidation of sentence demarcation and handwriting expectations (e.g. correct placement of ascenders and descenders, proportion etc)
consolidation of adverbs, adverbials of time
consolidation of conjunction and/but 
consolidation of spelling rules (including prefix un- and suffixes.)
consistent use of tense
consolidation of planning skills
proofread writing
discuss writing with peers and adults
Purpose: To Inform (2 week)
Narrative: Recount - Diary (life in Shanghai)
consolidation of sentence demarcation and handwriting expectations (e.g. correct placement of ascenders and descenders, proportion etc)
consolidation of adverbs, adverbials of time
consolidation of conjunction and/but 
consolidation of spelling rules (including prefix un- and suffixes.)
consistent use of tense (past)
chronological sequence of recount
consolidation of planning skills
proofread writing
discuss writing with peers and adults
Purpose: To Entertain (2 week)
Narrative; A simple story (link to class text - history or geography - e.f. The Day the King came to tea - I got lost at the beach…)
consolidation of sentence demarcation and handwriting expectations (e.g. correct placement of ascenders and descenders, proportion etc)
well sequenced structure and consolidation of planning process
Consolidation of adverbs, adverbials of time
consolidation of conjunction and/but 
consolidation of spelling rules (including prefix un- and suffixes.)
Consistent use of tense
Consolidation of planning skills
croofread writing
discuss writing with peers and adults
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