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Aims for this session…
● Outline and explain the principles behind our English (Writing) teaching.

● Go through the key themes for each year group’s writing - what we would 
expect to see!

● Share some examples of our principles put into practice

● Answer any questions - including explaining any technical jargon!



Principles of our English teaching
● A systematic and consistent approach to the teaching of phonics, leading into spellings

● Short writing units with focussed reading, grammar and writing tasks that are specific 
to the genre (or class topic)

● Time taken to PLAN children’s writing, source high-quality vocabulary and structure 
ideas in a coherent way

● Demonstrating the value of editing and proofreading by ensuring children all edit and 
then publish their written work regularly

● Ensuring momentum for our readers, to promote challenging texts and nurture a love 
of reading



One extra thing to think about…
How do we assess your child’s ability to spell and write? How we feed this back 
to children, and how does it inform our next steps?



So, let’s go through those principles, one-by-one…

…and see how they all fit 
together to support children in 
developing their writing.



1. A systematic and consistent approach to the teaching of phonics, 
leading into spellings

Just as we do for the teaching of phonics, 
we follow the Read, Write, Inc scheme 
for the teaching of spelling.

This provides DAILY rehearsal of spellings 
(a 15-minute task each morning).

The activities children complete are the 
‘next step’ to follow on from the tasks 
they carried out when learning phonics, 
so they spend more time on the spellings, 
and less time on unpicking the activity!



The RWI spellings activities look like this…

The variety of activities 
ensure repetition, while 
also appealing to a 
range of different 
spelling skills (for 
example, using 
syllables, recognising 
the ‘shape’ of a word…



2. Short writing units with focussed reading, grammar and writing tasks that are 
specific to the genre (or class topic) (genre lessons)

● Most writing units are only 2-3 weeks long - so about 15 days - which 
includes about 5 days of planning, writing, editing and publishing.

● This means children write regularly in order to build up stamina and apply 
their ideas in their work (not just in the lesson they are being taught it in).

● The other 10 or so lessons per unit focus on genre-specific features of the 
text. This could be through reading skills lessons (1 per week to support 
comprehension and understanding) or through the teaching of grammatical 
skills or vocabulary that we expect children to use within their writing. This 
means all lessons are purposeful and build towards are fairly short-term end 
point.



More about ‘Genre’ lessons (the ‘nuts and bolts’ of the unit)

● For these lessons, we do not follow a set scheme - instead teachers are 
given the freedom to plan and deliver the lessons that will make the 
learning engaging for children and to ensure clear links with focus texts or 
topics.

● When we have been for moderation at other schools, one thing that our 
teachers have commented on when comparing our books to those from 
schools that do follow a scheme is that ours look more fun! 

● It is the ideal chance to get outdoors to support grammar, be dramatic 
when reading portions of texts, be artistic when learning about characters…



What does this look like?



3. Time taken to PLAN children’s writing, source high-quality vocabulary and 
structure ideas in a coherent way

Planning for writing can take several forms, including:

● Maps
● Box-charts
● Story Mountains

All of these help ensure children can sequence their ideas before writing, annotate 
with any language they want to include, and then remember it all after a few days of 
writing! As children start to use paragraphs (in years 3-4), these models also help 
children use paragraphs more clearly (eg one box or part of the map = one paragraph).









4. Demonstrating the value of editing and proofreading by ensuring children all 
edit and then publish their written work regularly

Genre-specific features

Increasingly complex grammar

Appropriate vocabulary

Coherent Ideas

Correct Spellings

Joined Handwriting



Remember… something is BOUND to fall out!

That’s why we teach children that re-reading, proofreading and making edits is so 
important. We don’t expect them to write perfectly straight away.

We also understand that, when children are so busy thinking and writing rapidly, 
handwriting can get a little shaky. This is all part of the process. When it comes to the 
published pieces, and therefore there is less ‘thinking’ for children to do, this is where 
we can see a more true reflection of their handwriting.

As part of the editing process, we ask children to reflect upon the objectives for a 
piece of writing and identify WHERE they have met the criteria in question. Usually, 
this is by colour-coding! Children are then expected to edit their work to include any 
criteria that aren’t met yet (or, in some cases, they are challenged to explain WHY it is 
right NOT to include a skill)

Writing is a process…sometimes a messy one!







5. Ensuring momentum for our readers, to promote challenging texts and 
nurture a love of reading

There is very often a link between children who 
achieve Greater Depth within their writing…and 
those who are also Greater Depth readers!

This is because children who love reading and 
have a broad range of reading experiences will 
soak up more, better vocabulary. 

They also start to mimic the writing styles of 
Roald Dahl, etc, so generally Greater Depth 
readers display a better TONE and VOICE within 
their writing.

Part of our challenge is to give children reasons 
to keep picking up books and enjoying them - 
not just to become better readers, but to 
become better writers, too!



6. How we assess your child’s ability to spell and write, how we feed this back to 
children, and how it informs our next steps.

1) Termly Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation (GPS) assessments - these help us to give 
children a rough ‘scaled score’ and help us to track their progress in a numerical way.

2) (Some would say, more importantly) The grammar and spelling skills that your children 
use within a written piece of work. This can either be in their original writing, or in their 
edits.

In a perfect world, these two assessments link perfectly together (ie a child who is ‘Met’ 
in their GPS test is ‘Met’ in their writing). However, this isn’t ALWAYS the case…



Have a look around at some examples of work and resources!



So…how does (most) writing progress…?
(Note - this isn’t an exhaustive list - just the ‘big themes’ for each year)

Each NC Year’s objectives are IN ADDITION to those from previous years



The Reception Early Learning Goal - How Writing Starts

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

 - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters;

 - Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



NC Year Phonics into Spelling Handwriting Vocabulary Grammar Composition Editing

1 Spell unfamiliar words in a 
phonetically plausible way 
(ie you can sound them 
out when you read them)

Spell some of the Y1/2 
exception words correctly

Spell the days of the week

Hold their pencil 
correctly

Letters formed 
(mostly) the correct 
way, starting at the 
right place (for RWI 
- the TOP)

Form the digits 0-9

Using ‘and’ to 
join clauses 
(ideas) within 
their writing

Full-stops

Capital letters at 
the start of 
sentences or for 
names

Sequence 
sentences to form 
a short narrative

Reading their 
work aloud to 
check it makes 
sense.

Discuss what they 
have written with 
a teacher or peer.

2 Spell most of the Y1/2 
exception words correctly

Make phonetically 
plausible attempts at new 
or ambitious words

Use the key spelling rules 
taught in Y2 such as the 
/wr/ in wrap, /kn/ in 
knight and -ed or -er and 
-est suffixes

Legible,
Appropriately-sized 
letters

Clear ascenders and 
descenders

Letter spacing 
relative to size of 
letters

(Joined writing is 
generally for 
Greater Depth only, 
however we teach 
all children to join)

Start to include 
adjectives 
within their 
writing to 
describe 
objects.

Include some 
simple adverbs 
(such as quickly) 
to describe the 
actions within a 
narrative.

Accurate use of 
past and present 
tense

Commas in lists, 
question marks, 
exclamation 
marks

Using pronouns 
such as she 
instead of 
repeating 
character names

Write coherently 
across a range of 
genres, using 
consistent tense, 
voice and themes.

Recount real-life 
events, writing in 
the past tense.

Write information 
texts and 
recognise the 
difference 
between fact and 
fiction.

Discuss their 
writing with 
teachers and 
peers.

Re-read to check 
their sentences 
make sense and 
that there is 
consistency of 
tense.

Proofread to 
check for spelling 
errors, editing 
these for 
accuracy.



3 Spell 
homophones 
(such as need 
and knead, or 
wood and would)

Spell common 
exception words

Cover some of 
the Y3 spelling 
rules (covered by 
RWI scheme)

Use the diagonal 
strokes needed 
to join more of 
their letters

Improve the 
legibility of 
joined writing, 
recognising when 
some letters 
don’t join (for 
example, 
apostrophes or 
capital letters)

Include more 
conjunctions (and, if, 
so when, because) to 
extend their ideas 
and add detail to 
their sentences.

Express time and 
place using some 
fronted adverbials 
(eg, In the morning,)

Expanded noun 
phrases (adding 
adjectives to objects 
to add more detail)

Some fronted 
adverbials

Some speech marks 
on direct speech
(eg “Stop that!” 
Shouted Dave)

Start to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme (particularly in 
informational or 
instruction writing).

Add more detailed 
descriptions about 
characters and setting 
within narratives.

Use subtitles, etc as 
simple organisational 
devices within their 
work.

Suggest 
improvements - 
such as improved 
language - when 
discussing writing 
of their peers, or 
their own.

Proofread for 
spelling and 
punctuation 
errors.

4 Cover Year 4 
spelling rules 
(for example, 
the /y/ in gym, 
the -tion, -cian, 
-sion and -ssion 
word endings for 
/shun/)

Y4 exception 
words

Improve the 
consistency and 
legibility of 
joined writing 
when writing 
longer and 
faster.

Develop use of 
conjunctions 
(including although 
and however) to 
create cohesive, 
longer sentences.

Develop more 
creative use of 
fronted adverbials to 
start sentences

Speech Marks

Fronted Adverbials 
used more frequently 
to link paragraphs, 
show the passing of 
time and to add 
detail to ideas.

Paragraphing

Use apostrophes 
correctly to show 
contractions (don’t) 
or singular possession 
(Mr M’s…)

Use correct verb 
choices for standard 
English (eg I did, 
rather than I done)

Proofread work 
and suggest 
improvements for 
either accuracy 
(spelling and 
grammar) or 
impact 
(vocabulary, 
using less speech)



5 Use a dictionary (and 
the first 4 letters) to 
check the spelling of a 
word

Year 5/6 spelling rules 
such as -cious or -tious

Year 5/6 exception 
words (some)

Increasing legibility 
of joined writing 
when working at 
length and speed

Use of modal verbs 
to indicate 
possibility

Use a thesaurus to 
improve 
vocabulary

Use concise 
descriptions within 
noun phrases

Relative clauses

Parenthesis
(commas, brackets 
and dashes to 
denote extra detail)

Colons and 
semi-colons in lists

Use a range of taught 
skills to increase 
consistency across 
paragraphs

Ensure correct 
subject and verb 
agreements when 
using singular and 
plural nouns, in the 
past, present and 
future tense

Assessing the 
effectiveness of 
their own writing 
(and that of 
others)

Precising longer 
passages for 
improved 
effectiveness

Proofreading for 
spelling and 
grammatical 
errors

6 Silent letters
More homophones
Year 5/6  exception 
words (sometimes 
called statutory words) 
- Most of them!

Choosing the writing 
tool best suited to a 
task

Increasing legibility 
of joined 
handwriting, 
including which 
letters don’t join

Use a thesaurus or 
dictionary to check 
and improve 
vocabulary

Modal verbs 
(might, could, 
should, will) to 
indicate possibility 
or certainty

Semi-colons in 
sentences

Bullet points in lists

Use of active and 
passive voice

Relative clauses and 
pronouns
(eg The girl, who 
was eight years old)
Perfect form of 
verbs

Integrating speech 
into narratives TO 
PROGRESS THE STORY

Consistent tense 
choices for verbs

Using formality within 
a range of pieces - 
either informal or 
formal

Precising longer 
passages (editing 
for cohesion and 
impact)

Proofreading for 
spelling and 
grammatical 
errors

Editing their work 
to improve the 
effectiveness and 
cohesion of their 
writing



Little-and-often 
spellings

Little-and-often 
writing units

Lots of planning 
for writing

Engaging
 genre

 lessons

Publishing!

A focus on 
editing to 
improve 

accuracy and 
excitement!







A few resources to help - ‘exception word’ lists from Year 1-6

These are the words not usually covered by the spelling rules taught in each year 
group (for Year 1 children still doing phonics - they are often the red words that 
are not phonetically plausible.)









Over to you…


