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Technical Vocabulary 

Phoneme: the smallest unit of sound in a word 

represented by letters or a group of letters e.g. ‘s’

Grapheme: a written letter or group of letters that 

represent a sound 

Digraph: where two letters make one sound e.g. /ch/

Trigraph: where three letters make one sound e.g. 

/igh/

In RWI digraphs and trigraphs are called ‘special friends’



Technical Vocabulary 

Decoding: reading a word by saying the sounds then 

joining, or blending those sounds together to read the 

word.

Blending: saying the individual sounds that make up a 

word and then putting them together to hear the whole 

word for reading e.g. /c/a/t/ becomes cat. 

Segmenting: spelling a word by breaking it down into its 

sounds and deciding which graphemes represent those 

sounds e.g. breaking down cat into /c/a/t/



Technical Vocabulary 

Green words: words that can be sounded out e.g. cat, ship, 

snow. Underneath each one is the ‘dots and dashes’ to show 

children the sounds

Red words: words that cannot be sounded and just need to 

be learned e.g. the, come, said 

Orange words: These are the tricky words in Year 3-6 that 

replace red words



Let’s meet Fred 

Fred is a puppet who can only say and read words in PURE 

SOUNDS; he cannot say the whole word 

Fred Talk helps children to:

- blend sounds together to read a word 

- segment (break down) a word into its individual sounds to 

write

- Children use ‘Fred fingers’ to spell

c a
t



Remember: pure 
sounds, no fuh, luh 

or muh!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Have fun with Fred Talk 

Practise using Fred Talk to help secure your 

child’s ability to blend: 

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”

“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   

“Time for b-e-d!”



Learning the sounds 

Sounds are introduced using a sound card 

which includes a picture and rhyme to 

support recognition and retention of the 

sound and its corresponding grapheme  

 



What does a phonics session look like?

PART 1 - SPEED SOUNDS LESSON

● Recapping previous sounds

● Introduce new sounds

● Word reading (segmenting and blending)

PART 2 - STORY LESSON

● Pre-teaching green words and red words

● Reading the book together

● Developing speed (ie fluency) and confidence with the phonics book



Sound Buttons

Sound buttons are marking (dots or dashes) that can go underneath words to 
show the different sounds it contains. Sometimes, they are already on the 
page or card, and sometimes children can draw them on themselves. This 
supports segmenting and blending of words and acts as a visual reminder for 
children.

This is something you can encourage children to rehearse at home - can they 
add sound buttons on to words you write?



Fluency

The aim of the early reading curriculum is to develop fluency in 
reading. While a lot of the time, fluency can be heard when we read 
aloud, it can also be measured using words per minute.

As children progress through the RWI book colours, their fluency 
should progress too. Children with good phonic skills, but low 
fluency, will still struggle to access the higher-coloured book bands.

As part of children’s termly assessments, we measure their fluency 
in words per minute and this helps dictate which phonics group they 
should be in to support them in becoming fluent readers.



Writing 

• In KS1, only digraphs and trigraphs (special 
friends) will be taught using joined script 

• Use lower case letters, unless for the start of 
someone’s name or the beginning of a sentence 

• Teach your child to ‘hold a sentence’

• Use the letter formation rhymes to ensure your 
child forms the letter





Other Writing

• Encourage your children as part of 
their play,

using the sounds they know. 

Examples:

• Shopping lists, writing cards, 
invitations, stories etc.









Reading Books 

Children on the phonics programme will be issued 

with a RWI reading book and a matching book bag 

book each week, on a friday. Reading books will not 

be issued until your child is secure with the sounds 

they need to access the book. 

The assessments that are carried out half-termly 

determines which colour level your child needs. 



Remember: school reading books are meant to be 

accessible for your child. If they are easy, that’s 

good, it means your child is reading with ease! It 

is about overlearning and consolidating what has 

been taught in school, not learning something 

new! We want children to ‘own’ their reading 

book. If children find their school reading book 

too hard, they will not enjoy reading. 

Children should have a love and enjoyment for 

reading!



Wider Reading 

- support your child to develop a love for reading

- read lots of different texts at home – fiction and nonfiction

- visit the local library

- use bedtime stories as an opportunity for you to read higher 

level books to your child with greater vocabulary and depth 

- read favourites over and over again 

- make reference to environmental texts 



Assessment: Our Termly RWI 
checks



Assessment: The Phonics 
Screening Check

The screening check is carried out in Summer 
term in Year 1 (often June).

It is a check of children’s phonics knowledge and 
ability to decode single words.

There is a national list of 40 words that children 
are asked to read - often 32 is the ‘pass mark’ at 
which children are judged to be at the expected 

standard.



Words are read in isolation and children are 
allows to draw on sound buttons to support 

their phonic knowledge.

What the Phonics Check does NOT do, 
however, is help assess children’s fluency or 
comprehension - it really is just a list of 40 

words!

Assessment: The Phonics 
Screening Check





The phonics check also uses ‘alien’ words - made-up words - to see if children are able to 
decode new and unfamiliar words successfully. As you can also see - towards the end of the 
check the words do get longer, too!



But remember…



Links
https://www.oxfordowl.co.u
k/

https://www.phonicsplay.co
.uk/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

